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A soupy Cuyahoga River
flowed smugly alongside Jack
Norman and his crew as they
worked steadily to repair long
stretches of the Ohio & Erie Ca-
nal Towpath Trail that washed
away during last week’s flood-
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there and start rebuilding it.”

A 9-mile section of the Tow-

guess we're kind of like
ants,” said Norman, who works
for the Cuyahoga Valley National
Park. “If someone squashes our
anthill, we get right back in

own

Towpath Trail

INSIDE: Government help for
homeowners likely will be
limited. BS

path, from Rockside Road in
Cuyahoga County south to the
‘Red Lock Trailhead near High-
land Road in Summit County,
could be closed until July 21,
said Mary Pat Doorley, a spokes-
woman for the National Park
Service.

As Norman and his crew
toiled with shovels and rakes,
dignitaries gathered 25 miles
downstream for the opening of a
new $4 million section of trail.

That section meanders from
the Lock 3 Park in downtown

Igo repairs for several weeks

“l guess we’re kind of like ants, If
Someone squashes our anthill, we get
right back in there and start rebuilding it.”

Jack Norman,

who works for the Cuyahoga Valley National Parj

Akron nearly one mile north
through Cascade Locks Park to a
trailhead parking lot on North

" Street. At North Street, it picks

up the existing 74-mile trail,
which runs north through the
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
and into Cuyahoga County.

The Caseade Locks Park Asso-
ciation, the city of Akron, the

Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition,
Summit County Metroparks and
the National Park Service collab-
orated on the project.

The Towpath is the main at-
traction at the park, which is vis-
ited by 2 million people a year.
Doorley refers to the trail as “our
Old Faithful.”
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Cuyahoga Valley patI?
closed down by flooding

: CT-‘""‘RY Pai‘-k officials hope to reopen

S8 vaLLey view /-«f/ | the entire Towpath as soon as
4 ‘} i possible. But engineers still are
survéying the damaged northern

L Ple e portions and have yet to d}a-
termine how much repairs will

Flooding closes Towpath Trail
from Rockside Road to the
Red Lock Trail Head:_\_

<
bl V N
L / \
|

4] . @ CUYAHOGA

| r Loleer®
e COUNTY,N«J& 3

cost, Doorley said. Floodipg i.n
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4y | damage to the trail, rendering R e TTr e
: \ AERNT s sections unusable even today.

i ice helps repair some
Norman from the National Paﬂ? Service s
i?ctll:e damage along the Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath 'I'rz;l ]:.
week after flood waters decimated long stretches of the path.

“The motto right now is, ‘Work
hard and work fast,” Norman
said between scoops of gravel,
“That came from the top.”

Dozens of Park Service wor.k-
ers were pulled from their da:lly
duties cutting grass or maintain-
ing bridges to pitch in on the
towpath. Dump trucks unloa.de'd
mounds of gravel onto the trail
and workers smoothed several
layers of the rock with shovels,
rakes and backhoes.
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On Wednesday afternoon,
alongside the river and foliage

‘JijgEfnﬁ: Bt Last week’s flooding turned a
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SOURCE: ESRI the mostly gravel towp
remnants of the trail could be
found among the downed trees
trampled by the fast-moving
flood waters.



