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Piecemeal won't cut it
City und port officiols neust join forees on the waterfront

to muke projects for Docks 28 and 32 into one grand plan

poriation bill Cangress jus passed is the

best uver for the state of Ohio. Certainly
it containg Joads of cash for imparmnt projects
aromnd the stale. .

Lot fonr eavmarks budy especially well far
the furure of Cleveland’s walerfrunbs — if local
officials are smarl enough 1o leveraze thase
federal dollars by cooperaling and by inviting
Tots of creativie people to the talile.

Tneked into the $285 billion package were:
8.4 million i cxvend the Towpath trail fom
its enrrent northern terminus at Harvard Ave-
nue all the sy to Lake Erie: §3 million for riv-
exside haardswalles amd streets along the sastern
«dge of the Flats, shere developer Scott wol-
steln upes to build 2 new Anwninwm neighbot-
Tieud; 57 million to haild # terminal for u pra-
posed ferry from Cleveland to Porr Stanley,
Ontario: and $5 million for a pedestrian hridge
from the Great Lakes Scivnee Center to Voin-
oich Fark at the end ol Basl $ih Strest,

Each is crilically important. The Towparh
Project is more than jusl 4 grest amentty that
will help set Greater Cleveland aparl from com-
petitor citivs chasing creative peaple with Jots
of options; It reflects the centzal role of the
€oyahaga River in this regian's history zud fls
ecologieal future. Revitalizing the Flats will
spur the comtinued transformation of this re-
slow’s venterpiece nelghborhonsd — downlewn
Cleveland — iulo » place where peaple chanse
w0 live, work snd play.

But for L moment, ler's focus on 4 critiesl
piece of dowtown tand, just north of the wei-
ence museum and Browns Stadium. For dec-
arles, this property has been uged by the Burt of
Cleveland and has bsex obmits o the general
prbiic — except on football davs, when it be-
eomes nparking lot

Almist & yerr ago, the eastern third of the
pruperty, known s Dock 32, Was rélumed to
eontral of the oty after Mayor Jane Campbell's
wdministratlon ingisted that it was eritically

S en. George Vainovich says the big trans-

important W he muyor's lakefront plans. Te-
spite Uty Hall's wegenl lune 41 the time, Ttle
Das Leen dunw +¢ Dock 52, though a temporary
promenade is finally i place

At the oppesite end of the properly i Duek
28, where the Cleveland-Cuyshoga Cowoly Porl
ithority and its private-sector partner, the
Drutch firm Hoval Wagenbors, hope W vperate
oy wa Canada, possibly as early as nexl year.
Port officials cnvision & terminal for customs
and ticketing, and pnssibly some public arcas
such as restaurunts, shaps and am obsereation
deck,

Mow they have feders] mancy to buld the
termingl, and the city has money to link irs
property will chronically underused and um-
derappreciated Voinevidh Park, un the opposite
side ofNorth Cuast Huchor,

Rather than operaling in 3 vayanm, elty and
port ofcials need to collaborale dlusely, Wikh
the federal dollars as a cartot, they need L in-
vite architeets, developers and oxtinary ciii-
TENE 10 suggest plang for this streleh of lake-
frimt that are both dynamic enough 1o inspive
and progmatic: cnongh 0 get done. The bridge
snd terminal must be woven into an exciting
mix of pulliv ureus and privaie dewelapment.
Think of Toromte's Earhourfron distict.

Whal must not aappen Is that the port does
its thing on one piece of land, and the eity does
its several hundred yacs awuy,

Alinost two vears, this newsgaper, skmg vith
Kent State Universily's Urban Design Collabo-
rative and the American Tnstilule of Architeols’
feveland chapter, invited suggestions fur th
pareel. The ewtpouring of idees showed how
tensely Intercsted pecple are in the lakefront
and its porantial. New is the time 10 Larmess
that brtensity end ereariviy to develep a great
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Warhington, thanls tolots of Tahhying by the
mayor aud Lhe congreasionsl delegation, has
provided the catalysts. Now Cleveland must
seize (hiy upportunity to reshape its fimre,




