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Spiffing
up city’s
CanalWay
could pay

Groups, volunteers
sought to help make
byway easy on eyes

ToM BRECKENRIDGE
Plain Dealer Reporter

In Tim Donovan’s grand vi-
sion, a scenic byway that overlays
two of the city’s grittiest arteries
can be an engine of change for
hardscrabble neighborhoods.

But first, Donovan wants to
pick up the trash and paint a few
fences along West 25th Street/
Pear] Road and Broadway.

Both routes are part of the Ca-
nalWay Ohio Scenic Byway,
where motorists can find their
way by following distinctive red,
white and blue signs.

The byway is a federally desig-
nated, 110-mile route stretching
from Cleveland to Dover/New
Philadelpia in Tuscarawas
County.

The route runs near remnants
of the Ohio & Erie Canal, the tra-
de-and-transportation waterway
that helped build Ohio in the
19th century.

A swath of the canal is now a
National Heritage Corridor. The
byway, with its web of state and
local routes, carries tourists to
the corridor’s cultural, historic
and entertainment attractions.

To the south, eye-pleasing sites
include historic Hale Farm and
Village in Bath Township and the

Cuyahoga Valley National Park.

Farther morth, up the Cuya-
hoga River valley, the byway runs
through less scenic landscapes.
Weedy lots, vacant storefronts
and run-down homes dot the
Toutes along Broadway and West
25th Street, on the way to such
attractions as the West Side Mar-
ket and the Warehouse District,

The CanalWay byway is among
only 96 routes nationwide recog-
nized by the U.S. Department of
Transportation for their historic
and scenic value.

But there's no federal money
to maintain the byway, leaving
Donovan, director of the Ohio
Canal Corridor, and neighbor-
hood development groups to
drum up the cash and volunteers
to try to maintain the urban
streets.

Ohio Canal Corridor works
with the nonprofit Court Com-
munity Service, which supplies
eight-person crews every Sunday
during the spring and summer.

The crews — lawbreakers
working off community-service
sentences — pick up litter, paint
rusting cyclone fences and tidy
up Broadway and West 25th
Street, an effort that Donovan
dubbed the “Byway Blitz.”

The crews fill 300 garbage bags
amonth.

Local businesses allow workers
to use their dumpsters, and some
businesses have begun their own
cleaning efforts,

To build on the momentum,
Donovan will shortly send post-
cards to hundreds of businesses
along the byway.
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Spiffing byway up
Jjust might pay off

He wants to explain the by-
way’s significance and invite
business owners to three public
meetings in October, where
Donovan will pitch a more con-
centrated cleaning and neigh-
borhood-development effort.

In a recent news release, the
Ohio Canal Corridor described
the weekend cleanups as a
“small step in a long Jjourney”
to transform two historic arte-
ries into roads that deserve the
“scenic” label.

The transformation includes
restoring the tired homes and
businesses that flank the by-
way.

Four years ago, the Ohio Ca-
nal Corridor joined community
development groups and the
Urban Design Center of North-
east Ohio to craft bold redevel-
opment plans for the neighbor-
hoods. The plans are replete
with new housing, parks, trails

to the Cuyahoga valley and pe-
destrian-friendly streets,

The approach is exemplified
in Old Brooklyn, where the

110-year-old Krather Building
on Pearl Road is scheduled for
2 $1.8 million makeover, in-
cluding street-level retail and
18 market-rate apartments.

The developer was intrigued
by the byway and by historic
tax credits available for the ren-
ovation, said Tom Collins, com-
mercial properties manager for
Old Brooklyn Community De-
velopment Corp.

Collins hopes the byway will
attract more investors as it is
packaged with other neighbor-
hood amenities, such as the
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and
CanalWay Ohio’s Towpath
Trail, which will push through
the Cuyahoga industrial valley
in the coming years.

In Slavic Village, the byway
designation helped fuel a push
for stronger design standards
along Broadway, said Marie
Kittredge, executive director of
Slavic Village Development.

“We need to preserve the
funetion and the role Broadway
has always played in this neigh-
borheod,” Kittredge said.

Toview amap ofthe CanalWay
Olio Scenic Byway, goto
www.canalwayohio.com.
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